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28th September 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 
Colleagues are busy compiling grades ready for distribution to you next week.  We are hoping that the 

revised arrangements will meet with your approval.  We are aiming to improve the consistency, clarity 

and focus of academic information that is communicated to you as your children progress throughout 

the whole school. 

 

New grades for Engagement and Organisation replace our old Effort grades whilst Attainment grades 

will continue to be allocated regularly to indicate the quality of current work being undertaken.  Except 

for students following BTECs or the IB Diploma programme, the adjusted attainment grade descriptors 

will closely echo both A Level and the new GCSE grading systems and will be common to all students 

from Year 7 upwards whilst still being age appropriate.  A fuller explanation of grades is on the Parent 

Portal within the Reporting Information folder.  Notable successes will continue to be recognised by the 

Commendation system whilst areas of emerging concern will be followed up by tutors and 

Houseparents through discussions and close monitoring. 

 

Other lines of communication between School and home will stay unchanged. Grades will ordinarily be 

allocated twice per term, whilst each year group will have one Parents’ Evening and one full report per 

year.  Older students will continue to receive predicted grades once or twice a year.  The first set of 

grades will be available on Friday 7th October through the Parent Portal. Please contact the Database 

Manager, Mrs Gallois, at sgallois@bromsgrove-school.co.uk if you need your unique login details. 

 

In our assembly on Monday, twelve pupils were presented with their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards, 

Jude Wynter was presented with his Grade 8 Horn with Distinction and it was pleasing to see five pupils 

presented with their Level 2 Sports Leaders Awards.  Our IB CAS students have been busy collecting 

twenty boxes of text books for distribution in Africa by the charity Schools Aid.  Three year groups have 

now attended a presentation on the responsible use of ICT whilst the Lower Fourth and Upper Sixth will 

have their presentations next week. Using school systems and social media in a responsible way is 

already a vital life skill. 

 

Good news from sport: The U18 Netball team beat Cheadle Hulme School in the National Cup first 

round and the U16 team won their District Tournament to progress through to the County Round of the 

National Tournament.  On the rugby fields, home advantage was to the fore as Bromsgrove won all 

home games on Saturday with a reversal of fortunes in the away fixtures at Oundle.  Our hockey teams 

learnt much from the challenging fixtures they played away at Wellington College too. 

 

This evening, we hold our annual Music Scholars’ Recital in the Housman Room and you would be most 

welcome to come to support with the concert commencing at 7.00pm.   

 

I should note that I will be writing separately to parents of Upper Sixth Day pupils in the near future to 

check that we have up to date information on pupil drivers.  I thought it would be helpful to highlight to 

you all though that, whilst we appreciate the benefits of allowing the day pupils to drive to school, we 

have a set of procedures to regulate the activity.  These can be obtained from the staff at the 

Gatehouse.  We do not allow Boarders to have access to cars during term time. 
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We have reached the half way point of this half term and one can catch the dulcet tones of the House 

Choirs as they rehearse for the House Song Competition as you navigate the campus.  You might be 

interested to know that we are planning to introduce House Drama to the programme of events in the 

near future which will provide a great opportunity in the programme. 

 

I shall close with a note that the Exchanging Room is now based in the Old Police Station and is open 

every Monday 4.00 – 5.00pm and this Saturday 9.30 - 12:30pm.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 
Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 


